






Poppe + Potthoff has 

worldwide locations and 

long-term partners 

in over 50 countries.

1  Poppe + Potthoff GmbH, Werther (DE) 
2  Poppe + Potthoff Hungária Kft., Ajka (HU) 
3  R+W Antriebselemente Slovakia k.s., Nizná (SVK)
4  Poppe + Potthoff Maschinenbau GmbH, Nordhausen (DE)
5  R+W Antriebselemente, Wörth (DE; CN; US; IT; FR; SK; SG) 
6  Poppe + Potthoff s.r.o., Kunovice (CZ)
7  Poppe + Potthoff Green Motion LLC, West Chicago (US)   
8  Poppe + Potthoff Präzisionsstahlrohre GmbH, Werther (DE)
9  Plaschka Maschinenbau GmbH & Co. KG (DE)
10  Plaschka spol s.r.o (CZ)
11  Walter Henrich GmbH, Daaden (DE)
12  Poppe + Potthoff Engine Components Co. Ltd., Qingdao (CN)
13  R+W America L.P., Carol Stream (US)
14  R+W Office Singapore, Singapur (SGP)
15  R+W Machinery Co, LTD., Shanghai (CN)
16  R+W Italia S.r.l., Cinisello Balsamo (IT) 
17  Maschinen- und Behälterbau GmbH, Daaden (DE)
19  Indodeutsche Precision Tubes, Badli (IN)
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Plant tour - the tube 

mill takes a look at the 

holding | 2010listener



To mark the completion  

of their training, Christian 

honored the new colleagues 

from the prototype shop | 2012

supporter



I had the privilege of knowing Christian for only one and a half 

years, but it was immediately clear how profoundly he had 

shaped Poppe + Potthoff – with vision, passion, and a deep  

sense of responsibility. Christian was a true visionary, and as  

the management team, we are committed to carrying forward  

his ideas and values. His spirit will continue to guide us in the 

work we do every day.

Haluk Mehmet

COO | Poppe + Potthoff GmbH

My first time I met Christian

I will never forget the first moment I met Christian in person: 

it was in Werther after we had some contact via phone 

and video. He gave me his hand and said: “You can call me 

Christian from now on” (usually this is very unlikely since in 

Germany habits are more formal when you see you first time 

in person).

From this moment on I understood that Christian is very 

cosmopolitan and open-minded person. For me he was an 

accessible person who was always available for any concern. 

He was a personality with high values and a mindset of 

fairness. I was impressed by his strength until the very last 

day. I will keep his courage in very good memories.

God bless you Christian.

Marco Schmidt

CFO | Poppe + Potthoff GmbH

TR IBUTE  |  HALUK  MEHMET TR IBUTE  |  MARCO SCHMIDT



Honoring a long-standing employee  

Ludwig Wiedenlübbert | April 2013

Christian with Peter-Poff Sewing,  

Caroline Lagemann, Ludwig Wiedenlübbert, 

Rüdiger Faustmann and Burkhard Harhoff



At the opening celebration

in Kunovice | 2014

opening



kunovice|2014



opening

At the opening celebration

in Kunovice | 2014



TR IBUTE  |  JOHANNES  MONTAG  |  FR ANK  BAUDLER  |  PH I L I P  CL AUSSEN

In Silent Remembrance – A Tribute to Christian

Dear Christian,

we say goodbye to you – with heavy hearts, deep gratitude, and great 

respect. You were more than a shareholder, more than an entrepreneur – 

you were a visionary, a source of inspiration, a friend and a person who 

moved and inspired us.

You laid the foundation for our company. You believed in the idea – and 

brought it to life together with us. We look back on many wonderful moments 

with you – the time we spent together, the inspiring conversations, and the 

values you lived by, which will stay with us.

Your way of thinking will always remain a role model for us, and we will do 

everything we can to carry forward what you have built – in your spirit.

Our thoughts are with your wife and your family, and with all those who were 

close to you.

In silent gratitude and respectful remembrance, 

Johannes, Philip und Frank 

Poppe + Potthoff Maschinenbau GmbH

inspiring conversations



Christian at the reopening of the 

headquarters of Poppe+ Potthoff 

Maschinenbau in Nordhausen | 2015



Christian and Ursula 

Potthoff-Sewing at his office 

in Werther | 2015

This photo has been a 

regular element in company 

presentations | 2015



Christian and Andreas Homann 

discussing sales topics | 2015

2015



TR IBUTE  A N G EL A  B R A N D L  |  PE TER  R I ED ER  |  T ERE Z A  M R Á ZKOVÁ  |  PATR I K  FU R IŠ

Dear Dr. Auliana Poon-Potthoff-Sewing,

Dear Ms. Lagemann,

Dear Mr. Potthoff-Sewing,

It is with deep sorrow that we have learned of the passing of Dr. Christian 

Potthoff-Sewing. Words can offer little comfort at such a moment, yet we would 

like to express our heartfelt condolences and assure you that our thoughts are 

with you.

To us, Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing was not only an outstanding leader, but 

above all a person we held in the highest regard – both professionally and 

personally. Few individuals have dedicated as much energy, passion, and heart to 

their work as he did. For many of us, he was more than a managing director – he 

was a mentor, a good listener, and above all, a wise and trusted advisor.

He inspired us with his vision and showed us that true success is not achieved 

by hard work alone, but also through integrity, trust, and humanity. We know 

that each of us learned from him in some way – whether through his wisdom 

or through the respectful and empathetic way he engaged with others.

The loss of Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing is not only a loss for the company, 

but also a very personal one for each of us. We will deeply miss his thoughtful 

counsel and his unwavering belief in the future.

In this difficult time, we wish you and your families strength and comfort. 

Please know that our thoughts are with you.

With sincere sympathy and in silent remembrance,

Your Plaschka Team | Traunreut, June 5, 2025

Angela Brandl | Peter Rieder | Tereza Mrázková | Patrik Furiš

mentor, listener,   advisor



Christian with his family  

at a christmas event 

Christian together with his 

sister Caroline at a christmas 

celebration 

family



Family group photo taken 

at a Christmas celebration 

for retirees. christmas



To honor Christian, the 

team in China displayed a 

commemorative picture.

TR IBUTE  |  POPPE  +  POT THOFF  ENG INE  COMPONENTS  (Q ING DAO)  CO.  LTD.

Still remember that Christian, we together climbed the Great 

Wall. I was totally exhausted, but he was full of energy, and 

lead me to the top of the Great Wall. 

In 2019, when Qingdao JV planned to start, Christian told me 

that we should consider to sponsor some local poor college 

students. He is a very kind man, humorous, powerful, and 

charitable. 

Deeply sad to hear his passing away, deep condolences to his 

family. 

Miss Christian! 

Eric Li 

Poppe + Potthoff Engine Components (Qingdao) Co. LTD.



At the 90 year 
celebration in  
Werther | 2018

90 Years Poppe + Potthoff | 2018



Christian presents 

Martina Engler-Smith 

and Ilse Gottesmann with 

flowers at the 90 year 

celebration event | 2018

celebration
As a symbolic gesture for 

P+P’s 90th anniversary, the

team surprises Christian with 

a countdown clock marking  

90 years | 2018



Tribute to Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing

When I first joined P+P, I was curious, and a little excited, by the idea of  

working alongside a family business entrepreneur of Christian’s stature. Here  

was an accomplished entrepreneur, world traveler, early venture and AI investor,  

and value-driven visionary. 

From our very first meetings whether in the office, on long walks through Berlin, or 

during my first visit to his home – Christian never made me feel small. He had a way 

of truly listening, leaning in with genuine curiosity. Even half-formed ideas were met 

with thoughtful questions that revealed possibilities one hadn’t considered.

What struck me most was neither his entrepreneurial track record as a family business 

entrepreneur, his moral compass, nor strategic acuity, but rather his honest interest in 

people and his enthusiasm for their growth. 

A few guiding principles he shared while we discussed how to take P+P further: 

“We are in the business of making the lives better.”, “With innovation, we take 

responsibility for our future.” and “Never trust your own lies.”

Christian never raised his voice. He led not from above, but from within the team – 

with quiet precision, listening as attentively to a junior colleague as to his family 

shareholders or potential investors. In uncertain moments, he brought clarity without 

imposing his ideas and, more often than not, lifted the spirits with a witty remark.

His mentorship extended beyond business. Whether in quiet conversations, our  

“train-ride adventures” from Werther to Berlin, or in our regular jour fixes, Christian 

checked in on my well-being, on what P+P could do better, and always seemed to 

know when I needed encouragement or course correction. He reminded me that 

success isn’t measured only by OKRs, but by the people you lift up along the way and 

the life you build outside the office. His devotion to Auliana and his family was as 

much a lesson to me as any strategic insight.

Christian understood that businesses, like civilizations, move through cycles that what 

you plant in one season may only bear fruit in another. He anchored our culture with 

corporate objectives designed not just for today’s market but for the chapters still 

unwritten.

Christian’s legacy here is not just in the projects he led, the “can do” mindset he 

established, or the strategies he shaped - it’s in the culture of trust, curiosity, and 

purpose he nurtured in a family business that cares for one another and knows how to 

hold a steady course through changing eras.

I am proud to have learned under and alongside him. I carry forward not just his 

lessons, but the way he made me feel capable of more than I thought possible.

Sail on, Christian! May your wind carry us through the tides and may your compass 

guide us for years to come.

Christian Willem

Innovation & Strategy | Poppe + Potthoff GmbH

TR IBUTE  |  CHR IS T IAN  WI L L EM

making lives better



On the ‘blue carpet’ at the 

entrance of ‚Werk 3‘ | 2018

Together with John Erik at the 

90th anniversary event at the 

tube mill | 2018

celebration



In Memory of Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing 

With Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing, we have lost not only an extraordinary 

Managing Director but, above all, a remarkable human being. His passion was 

not only for products and their applications, but also for the people whose 

dedication and skill brought them to life.

He was someone who opened doors for others, placed trust in people, 

and believed in their ability to grow beyond their own expectations. I had 

the privilege of experiencing this trust myself over many years. Under his 

leadership, I was able to pursue my own career path – something for which 

I remain deeply grateful. Christian was always a driver, a motivator, and a 

strategist, guided by a clear vision for growth across the entire company.  

Yet he never lost sight of the roots on which everything was built.

His legacy lives on – in the company, in the products, but above all in the 

hearts of those who had the honor of working alongside him. The many years 

we shared remain a precious gift to me.

Thorsten Ellersieck

Managing Director | Poppe + Potthoff Präzisionsstahlrohre GmbH

Rembering Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing

With the passing of Dr. Christian Potthoff-Sewing, our company group 

has lost an exceptional leader who carried the responsibility for our 

business. Under his leadership, our group grew into a significant force in 

the market – a company that commands both attention and respect. He 

combined strategic vision with the ability to inspire people.

He was a leader who inspired, a motivator who saw challenges as 

opportunities, and a strategist who drove growth while never losing sight 

of the values and traditions that define our identity.

We, the management team, are grateful for the years we were able to 

work alongside him, for the trust he placed in us, and for the opportunity 

to help shape his vision. His legacy will continue to guide us as we follow 

the path he so passionately influenced.

Our thoughts are with his family, friends, and all who mourn his loss.

Christian Kronholz, Waldemar Kromer, Thorsten Ellersieck

Management Board | Poppe + Potthoff Präzisionsstahlrohre GmbH

TR IBUTE  |  THOR S TEN  E L L ER S I ECK TR IBUTE  |  CHR IS T IAN  KRONHOL Z ,  WALDEMAR  KROMER ,  THOR S TEN  E L L ER S I ECK



Christian gives a keynote 

speech at the 25th anniversary 

celebration of R+W | 2015 

Couplings from R+W ensure the highest 

efficiency and process reliability in the drivetrain. 



variety



Christian giving a toast at 

the ‘Solar’ in Berlin | 2018

A cinematic entrance 

during the 90th anniversary 

celebration in Berlin | 2018



During the 90th anniversary 

event in Berlin, Christian delivers 

a heartfelt speech | 2018



In silent memory of Christian Potthoff-Sewing

June 2nd  2025 – at the age of 65

It is with great sadness, but also deep gratitude that we say goodbye  

to Christian Potthoff-Sewing – entrepreneur, pioneer, human being.

Christian was not only the owner of our company. He was the soul, the 

pacesetter, who thought long-term but always acted humanely. With his shrewd 

foresight andtrusting leadership style, he has shaped a corporate culture based 

on respect, responsibility, and sustainable success.

His life was characterized by determination, integrity, and the firm conviction 

that economic activity must always serve people. He demanded – and promoted.

 He trusted – and inspired. And he believed in the potential of each individual.

As managing director, I was able to experience Christian not only as 

an owner, but also as a personality who led with attitude without ever 

having to be loud. His way of thinking has shaped him. His way of acting 

has left its mark.

Our company will miss him – as a visionary, as a role model, as a person.

His legacy lives on – in what we do and how we do it. In silent respect 

and sincere gratitude, we bow to his life‘s work.

Rest in Peace, Christian.

Holger Vogt

Managing Director | R+W

TR IBUTE  |  HOLG ER  VOGT



Accompanied by the employees’ 

families in Berlin | 2018

Christian as part of the team for the 

TUBE trade show | 2022



Christian signs a poster 

outlining the guidelines for 

working practices | 2021



Christian significantly shaped the foundation of 

the joint venture in India. As he was unable to 

attend, the Group and tube mill management 

took part in the opening ceremony on his behalf.

2025



Christian at his office 

in the holding | 2015

During a professional 

photoshooting | 2015

This photo has been a 

regular element in company 

presentations | 2015






